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General remarks
All the reactions were carried out in oven-dried glassware and all commercially available reagents were used without further purification. Dichloromethane and acetonitrile used for the reaction were distilled using calcium hydride under nitrogen prior to use. 1 H and 13 C NMR spectra (TMS used as internal standard) were recorded at ambient temperature at 300 MHz, 75 MHz respectively in CDCl 3 with a Bruker ARX300 spectrometer. High resolution mass spectra for all the new compounds were done by a Micro mass Q-Tof instrument (ESI). Analytical thin-layer chromatography (TLC) was performed using 0.25 mm precoated silica gel plates and the compounds were visualized with UV light (λ = 254 nm). Compounds were purified using flash column chromatography on silica gel (200-300mesh).
General procedure for one-pot synthesis of α,β-diamino esters
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Into a solution of prepared aziridine 6 (0.5 mmol) in dry CH 3 CN (4.0 mL) was added benzylamine (5.0 mmol) in an ice bath. Then the temperature was raised to room temperature and the reaction mixture was maintained at rt for another 3 h, resulting in complete conversion. After being concentrated under reduced pressure, the residue was purified via column chromatography with ethyl acetate and petroleum ether (from 1:10 to 1:3 v/v) as eluent to give compound 5b.
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